Cleaning and Maintenance Instructions For Hardwax Oil Finish Floors
REGULAR MAINTENANCE AND CLEANING
-

When possible, clean only by sweeping or wiping with a dry cloth. Over-frequent washing will only needlessly
expose your floor to moisture.
When washing is necessary, use only Timberex® Bio-C Cleaner. Do not use strong cleaners, cleaners containing
bleach or ammonia, solvents or furniture polish.
Timberex Bio-C is sold in 1-liter containers of Concentrate with an empty measuring cup attached. Do not use
the cleaner at Concentrate strength!
1) Pour about ¼ cup of Bio-C soap into an empty 32oz spray bottle (not included).
2) Fill the remainder of the spray bottle with water and shake gently.
3) Lightly spray the area to be cleaned with this diluted soap mixture, wait a few minutes, and then wipe
clean.
4) Rinse the surface by wiping with a clean moist cloth. Do not flood the surface with water. Ensure the
surface is dry before resuming contact.

SPOT REPAIRS – SCRATCHES AND GROOVES
Due to the natural oil finish of our sawn floors they are a bit more vulnerable to scratching. However unlike standard
urethane finishes, repairing a hardwax oil floor is simple with Mowhawk® touch-up markers and Fil-Stiks®.
Furthermore, hardwax oil flooring comes with the advantage of never needing to be completely refinished. With
proper cleaning and care your hardwax oil flooring
For our white stain sawn floors, we recommend Mowhawk® Fil-Stiks® Driftwood (M230-0503) (http://www.mohawkfinishing.com/catalog_browse.asp?ictNbr=106) and Mowhawk® Ultra™ Bond Waterborne Clear Finish Marker (M2920040) (http://www.mohawk-finishing.com/catalog_browse.asp?ictNbr=731)
For our brown stain sawn floors, we recommend Mowhawk® Pro-Mark II Touch-Up Marker -Van Dyke Brown (M2671478) (http://www.mohawk-finishing.com/catalog_browse.asp?ictNbr=119) finish pen and Mowhawk® Ultra™ Bond
Waterborne Clear Finish Marker (M292-0040) (http://www.mohawk-finishing.com/catalog_browse.asp?ictNbr=731)
First clean the floor as described in the regular maintenance instructions above. Then apply the Mowhawk® Fil-Stik®
on the scratch and wipe once with a clean cloth. The final step is to seal the affected area using the clear finish marker
and then wipe it down again with a clean cloth.

ANNUAL MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS
-

-

-

At one-year intervals, or whenever the floor begins to appear dry and water droplets soak into the surface,
perform a maintenance Oiling as directed below.
Tip: You shouldn’t need to move your furniture. Oil is only needed where traffic occurs.
Clean and thoroughly dry the floor per the instructions above.
You will need a supply of lint-free cloths or disposable towels. For larger areas, you may also desire a lint-free
applicator pad and a disposable tray such as a paint-roller pan liner.
Plan your strategy. The oil must be wiped away within 20-30 minutes of application. Unless you have a helper
to do the wiping, only apply as much oil as you can wipe away within 20 minutes’ time. Divide larger rooms
into sections. Always “break” at an edge, never mid-board.
Stir Oil thoroughly (do not shake). The heavy waxes which make your floor resistant to water will have settled
in storage. If these are not fully blended, the finish will not perform properly.
Pour only a small amount of oil at a time into the plastic tray. Do not pour in the whole can, as this will cause
the applicator to be oversaturated. Do not pour the Oil directly onto the floor.

-

-

Dip your cloth or applicator lightly into the oil, so that the applicator is not oversaturated.
Working from a far corner towards a point of exit, apply a THIN coat of oil, spread evenly so that no puddles or
dry spots remain. As noted above, work in manageable sections.
Wait 15-20 minutes. Wipe away ALL oil residue, until only trace amounts appear on a clean cloth. Follow your
application path so that the oldest areas are wiped away first.
Allow the surface to dry overnight (8-12 hours) before resuming light contact. Wipe up spills immediately and
avoid washing with water for one week.
Sometimes the wax in the oil may develop occasional shiny or dull spots. Wait one week for the wax to cure,
and then gently hand-buff with a fine white polishing pad to blend.

IMPORTANT! Oil-soaked rags are a combustible fire hazard. Place oily rags into a zip-seal plastic bag or other vessel
immediately after use and fill with water. Dispose of rags in accord with local regulations.

